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A 
SLIGHT SKETCH, @Te. 


SIR, | 

HE converſation we had before 
22. 
me very earneſt to read Mr. Molyneurz's 
caſe of Ireland, which you recommended 
to my peruſal, as a book that would ſa- 
tisfy all my doubts. I have at length at- 
tained that defired object: but he has, 
contrary to what you imagined, firmly 
nion, that Ireland is, and ever has been 
pendent on the imperial crown and legiſ- 
lature of Great-Britain. | 


I think 


EW —- 
| F rhink this poſition will be more clear- 
| ly illuſtrated, by confidering this kingdom 
under two deſcriptions, two different ſets 
of people; firſt, under the poſſeſſion of 
its original natives, and ſecondly, under 
that of its proſent inhabitants : under each 
of. which I ſhall endeavour to prove it 
ſubordinate and faubjet to the crown of 
Great-Britain; and in the fecond ſhall 
give you my idea, in what manner, and 
how far, one legiſlature is ſubje& to, and 
| hound by, the ads of the other, 


r 2 i | 
It muſt feem undoubtedly arrogant in 
we,., who am fo lately come into this 
kingdom, to controvert the opinion of 
ſo high an authority as Mr. Molyneux. 
You will naturally conclude that J can- 
not as yet be ſufficiently acquainted with 


171 
ius conſtitution, 2 
knowledge it. I only throw out theſe 
hints to you,” that you: may, if you. ap- 
prove of the general doctrine, perſuade 
| fome abler pen, ſome friend of greater in- 
formation, or more refined judgment, to 
inveſtigate and throw a light on the ſub- 
ze: nor can any thing, at this critical 
juncture, be more falutary to both king- 
doms, than the having the connection 
pointed out to each of them. 


, Andfirſt, to explain the right of Great- 
Britain $0.2 ſipeemacy over the kingdom 
of Ireland, I ſhall have occafion for no 
other proofs than thoſe which Mr. Mo- 
' lyncux has adduced, to eftablifh a com- 
ground. 


1 


by a forcible ſubjugation, it was not ac- g 


he brings of the voluntary ſubmiſſion of 
the Iriſh potentates, to eſtabliſh my plea 
of the ſovereignty of Great-Britain : for 
a conqueſt by force, I hold to be a 
right of no longer duration, than whilſt 
the parties ſubmitting are the weaker 
power ; and that that right of domi- 
nion ceaſes, whenever they have abi- 


quired by conqueſt. I allow it; but | 


lity to ſhake off the yoke. But when 
the powers of a country voluntarily | 


fubmit themſelves to the dominion of 


another people, they eſtabliſh a fove- | 


ver be called in queſtion. To exem- 
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(93 
plify this to be the caſe in the pre- 


to aſſiſt this prince in the recovery of 
his dominions. In conſequence of theſe 
letters, Richard Earl of Strigul, 4 fub- 
jett of the crown of England, came over 
to Ireland, on condition that he ſhould 
have the eldeſt daughter of Dermot in 
marriage, with the kingdom of Leinſ- 
ter after his death. Robert Fitaſtephen 

8 and 


( uo ) 
and Maurice Fitzgerald, both fubjes 
over to his affiſtance, on condition of | 
his granting them, in fee, the city of © 
Wexford, with two hundreds of land 
adjoining. When Henry was at leiſure 
to attend to the circumſtances of. a king- 
dom fo contiguous to his own, he. him- 
ſelf paſſed over into Ireland, and find- 
ing his ſubjects had ſucceeded in their 
enterpriſe, he obtained, as of right, from 
Strongbow, the ſurrender of Dublin, 
with the adjoining cantreds, and all the 
maritime towns and caſtles, but permit- 
ted him to retain the refidue of Der- 
mot's principality. In the courſe of 
Henry's refidence in Ireland, it is ſhown 
by incontrovertible authorities, that all 
the potentates of the country came, and 
| volun- 
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| fealty to him. Giraldus Cambrenfis i 
in- 


2 —— Rex Car- 
cagienſis Dormitius advenit ei, & tam fub- 


regi Anghrum je ſponte fubmifit + 

That 
3 
pm ng ſouth did 
—_ At Dublin all the princes of 
I —— 
Ab — & fubjeftionis obtentu à 
I He particulariſes | 
= king of Ophaly ; O'Carrol, king of 
(now Louth) ; O'Rourk, king of 
115 kingeFOrn- 
_— as it were, of the 
; with divers others, gui fir- 


= 
axifimis fidelitatis & fubjeffionis vieculi 
domino Regi innodarunt, & in fingulari Ro- 


alicujus fere in inſuli vel naminis vel amin 


erat, qui regia majeſtati, & debitam Da- 
mino reverentiam nos exhiberet. Roger 


Hoorden gives teſtimony of the like ſub- 


miſſions, as does likewiſe Matthew Pa- 


ris, who , 


abbot of Jornal, in his Haris Jorne- 
lenf,, aſſerta. that recepit ab unoquoque Ar- 
chiepsſcopo & Epiſcopo Hibernie kteras cum 
eee, & bie- Fele . 


(40-3 
fos in Hibernia eum & Hæredes ſuas ubi in 
reges & Dom:mos in ferpe tuum conſtitu:ſſe. 


On this voluntary ſubmiffion of the 
whole kingdom of Ireland to the crown 
of Henry the ſecond, is founded that 
right of ſovereignty, which England is 
entitled to over this Ifland. Nor will any 
of the preſent inhabitants, I believe, 
controvert this opinion ; a doctrine on 
which their legal poſſeſſion of this coun- 
try depends. If then this Iiland, ſuppoſing 
it ill in the poſſeſſion of its Aborigines, 
is held to owe obedience to the crown 
of Great- Britain; with how much more 
reaſon is that obedience claimed from 
the deſcendants of Britiſh ſubjects, and 
the recent ſettlers, ſubjects of that crown! 
And, indeed, it appears to me, that the 
"Th —_ 
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difference of opinions on the ſupremacy 
of England, arifes in a great meaſure 
from the inhabitants of this country for- 
getting their origin, and wiſhing to aſſume 
the rights of original natives. 


Without paying attention to the frequent 
petty rebellions which followed this ſub- 
miſſion, and giving the hiſtory of the 
means by which they were ſupprefled, 
till the final ſubmiſſion of the chiefs in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, who then 
agreed to hold their lands by Engliſh 
tenure, and were created peers ; an hiſ- 
tory which would only be the relation 
of the extravagancies of the worſt of 
brutes, man in a ftate of uncivilization, 
and a catalogue of human vices and de- 
pravities ; I ſhall content myſelf with ob- 
ſer · 


= 
ſerving, that from the primary ſubmiſ- 
fion of its princes, the rightful claim of 
Great-Britain to this kingdom, has been 
ſafficiently demonſtrated, in oppoſition 
to any claims of original natives, ſup- 
poſing any exiſted at this day. But, as 
that is ſcarcely the caſe, not one in a 
thouſand being ſuppoſed to remain even 
in the days of Molyneux, let us under- 
take our ſecond confideration, whether 
England has not a ſuperior claim to the 
obedience of her own ſubjects, who have 
at various times colonized this country. 
It is an axiom hitherto undiſputed, that 
the ſubjects of one country, migrating 
to another, carry with them their rights 
and privileges as ſubjects of that coun- 
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Ashes of the country forms which thay | 
depart. If the ſubjects of the crown of 
Great-Britain diſcover and ſettle an un- 
inhabited country, the ſoil belongs of 
right to the king; they carry with 
them the conſtitution of England, and | 
are amenable to its laws: for, ſuppoſe | 
a quarrel ſhould ariſe about the parti- * 
tion of any part of it, and ſome of | 
liable to a trial on their return to Eng- 


by the law of nations to that poten- 
tate whoſe ſubjects firſt make the diſ- 
covery of them. If then an undiſco- | 
whoſe ſubjecta made the diſcovery of it, 
how 
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how much more does this kingdom to 
the crown of England! by the permiſ- 
fion of whoſe prince the firſt ſettlers, 
his ſubjects, went over; by whole aſ- 
fitance it was gained; and to whom, 
and in whoſe favour, the natives made 
a voluntary renunciation of their rights. 
Mr. Molyneux himſelf affirms, that the 
retained, to uſe his own words, all the 
ſubjects: ſo that, (to proceed in his 
own language), if he or any body 
elſe claimed the like freedoms with the 
natural - born ſubjects of England, as 
being deſcended from them, it will be 
impoſſible to prove the contrary.” Now, 
if they and their progeny are entitled 
to the freedoms and immunities of na- 

C tural- 
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tural-born ſubjects, they muſt of courſe 
be liable to all the difadvantages that 
may attend that fituation. This is a 
poſition not to be controverted ; and you 
muſt allow me well authoriſed to fay, 
that the original ſettlers of this coun- 


were to all intents and purpoſes fub- 
jets of the Britiſh crown, fituated in a 


troul of the Britiſh legiſlature : they 


country ſeparated indeed from Great-Bri- 
tain by an arm of the ſea, inſtead of 


a river, or any other fortuitous inter- | 
poſition. In this ſtate they were fub- 


jet to, and bound by, the laws and 


Ratutes of England ; and, had it been 
convenient to king Henry to have ſfum- 


moned repreſentatives of the people to ' 
parliament, they would have continued 
ſo 
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fo to this day. The circumſtances of 
the fituation of Ireland rendered this in- 
convenient. As they had a part of the 
winds for the trajet, events might ariſe, 
in which diſorders, that required an im- 
mg Sed pag” * 
e 
whilf its repreſentatives were detained 
by adverſe winds. Out of a paternal 
wiſh not to have ſuch advantages taken 
of his Iriſh ſubjects, king Henry the ſe- 
cond granted them a Jegiflature after 
the form of the Britiſh parliament ; fub- 
ordinate to that in all acts of fovercign- 
ty, but efficient to all the purpoſes of 
internal police, and of revenue for 

the 
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the adminiſtration of its government. 
It is ſubordinate in all acts of ſovereign- | 
ty; for it has no voice in what relates 
to the ſucceſſion to, and fettlement of 
the crown. The Britiſh legiſlature can 
diſpoſe of any of the dominions of the 
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the law of nations. Beſides, as this 


Connery 


to attend to thoſe circuraſtznces, the pro- 
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| country is incompetent to the declara- 


tion of war, and of courſe to the de- 
: fence of her trade, occurrences may hap- 
pen, either from the extenſion or the 
| objet of her commerce, which may in- 
internal adminiſtration of the kingdom, 
I am directly of opinion, that the Iriſh 


. Þ 


 _ parliament is ſupreme, and that the in- 


| of England have — 


terſerence of the Britiſh parliament, in 


all ſuch cafes, is an unconſtitutional 
uſurpation. To this right of regulating 
ſtrictions on the trade of Ireland ; re- 
ſtrĩctions which the infatuated prejudices 


ſeries of years, when one muſt ſuppoſe 
her to have been blind to her own in- 


be eware of the faftions in intrigues of 
222 who with to invelee_the country | 
in confuſion, that they may ſhare in the 
general wreck! Nor can I refrain from 
calling on men of property and mode- 
ration to attend the purpoſed county- 
meetings, to counteract the poiſon that 

will 


: Dublin, March 1ſt, 1780. 


